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"A good organizer is a social arsonist who goes around setting people on fire."—Fred Ross

Raised by conservative parents who hoped he would “stay with his own kind,” Fred Ross instead became
one of the most influential community organizers in American history. His activism began alongside Dust
Bowl migrants, where he managed the same labor camp that inspired John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath.
During World War II, Ross worked for the release of interned Japanese Americans, and after the war, he
dedicated his life to building the political power of Latinos across California. Labor organizing in this
country was forever changed when Ross knocked on the door of a young Cesar Chavez and encouraged him
to become an organizer.

Until now there has been no biography of Fred Ross, a man who believed a good organizer was supposed to
fade into the crowd as others stepped forward. In America’s Social Arsonist, Gabriel Thompson provides a
full picture of this complicated and driven man, recovering a forgotten chapter of American history and
providing vital lessons for organizers today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Proctor:

This America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this America's Social
Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century can be one of the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this America's Social
Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Maureen Harris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross
and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century as
good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Melanie Roberts:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century.

Mark Bunnell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



looking for the America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century
when you desired it?
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