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Examining the nature of weakness has inspired some of the most influential aesthetic and philosophical
portraits of the human condition. By reading a selection of canonical literary and philosophical texts,
Michael O'Sullivan charts a history of responses to the experience and exploration of weakness.

Beginning with Plato and Aristotle, this first book-length study of the concept explores weakness as it is
interpreted by Lao Tzu, Nietzsche, Derrida, the Romantics, Dickens and the Modernists. It examines what
feminist writers Simone de Beauvoir and Luce Irigaray have made of the gendered biomythology
constructed around the figure of the "weaker vessel" and it considers related notions such as im-potentiality,
a "syntax of weakness" and human vulnerability in the work of Agamben, Beckett and Coetzee.

Through analysis of these differing versions of weakness, O'Sullivan's study challenges the popular myth
that aligns masculine identity with strength and force and presents a humane weakness as a guiding motif for
debates in ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

The knowledge that you get from Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary
Studies) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Weakness: A Literary and
Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies)
instantly.

Jennifer Larson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read will be Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum
Literary Studies).

Alexander Pridmore:

Beside this Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary
Studies) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this?
Find this book and also read it from now!

Jessica Seymore:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies). Contain your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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