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Between 1848 and 1865 white southerners felt the grounds of nationhood shift beneath their feet. The
conflict over slavery that led to the Civil War forced them to confront the difficult problems of nationalism.
What made a nation a nation? Could an individual or a group change nationality at will? What were the
rights and responsibilities of national citizenship? Why should nations exist at all?

As they contemplated these questions, white southerners drew on their long experience as Americans and
their knowledge of nationalism in the wider world. This was true of not just the radical secessionists who
shattered the Union in 1861, but also of the moderate majority who struggled to balance their southern and
American loyalties. As they pondered the changing significance of the Fourth of July, as they fused ideals of
masculinity and femininity with national identity, they revealed the shifting meanings of nationalism and
citizenship. Southerners also looked across the Atlantic, comparing southern separatism with movements in
Hungary and Ireland, and applying the European model of romantic nationalism first to the United States and
later to the Confederacy.

In the turmoil of war, the Confederacy's national government imposed new, stringent obligations of
citizenship, while the shared experience of suffering united many Confederates in a sacred national
community of sacrifice. For Unionists, die-hard Confederates, and the large majority torn between the two,
nationalism became an increasingly pressing problem. In Shifting Grounds Paul Quigley brilliantly
reinterprets southern conceptions of allegiance, identity, and citizenship within the contexts of antebellum
American national identity and the transatlantic "Age of Nationalism," shedding new light on the ideas and
motivations behind America's greatest conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Edwards:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the
American South, 1848-1865 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with
you?

Dale Randolph:

This Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-
1865 without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 can bring if you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865
having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Marco Manuel:

Here thing why this Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-
1865 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 in e-book can be your option.

Jason Probst:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When



you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.
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