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An intimate biography as well as an epic history, Monk Eastman vividly recounts the life and times of old
New York’s most infamous gangster-cum-soldier as he made his way from the sooty streets and dingy
saloons of the Lower East Side to the battlefields of the Western Front.

Born in 1873 to a respectable New York family, Monk was running wild in Manhattan’s rough Lower East
Side by the age of eighteen. He found work as a bouncer—when the saloon owner first turned him down
because he had two bouncers already, Monk beat them both up and was promptly hired in their place. He
soon developed a loyal following of immigrant toughs, and by 1900, he was the most feared gang leader in
lower Manhattan, protected by corrupt politicians and crooked cops, and commanding an army of two
thousand pickpockets, thieves, prostitutes, and thugs.

But changing neighborhood demographics and shifting political fortunes colluded against Monk: after a
pitched battle with Pinkerton detectives, he was sent to Sing Sing on a ten-year sentence, and his territory
quickly slipped from his grasp. In 1917, no longer safe from the law—or from rival gangs—Monk joined the
New York National Guard. As a gangster, he’d been the equivalent of a general; as an enlisted man, Monk
was just another private.

After several months of combat training, Monk’s division of Brooklyn recruits was thrown headlong into the
bitter trench warfare in Europe. His experience in gangland combat served him well: he was repeatedly cited
by his superiors for his bravery and he received a hero’s welcome back in New York and an offical pardon
from the governor. But Monk’s gangland past was not so easily erased and caught up with him in the end.

In Neil Hanson’s able hands, Monk’s unique and compelling story becomes an emblem of a time of
upheaval—for New York and for the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Monk Eastman: The
Gangster Who Became a War Hero? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have other opinion?

Hattie Adkins:

This book untitled Monk Eastman: The Gangster Who Became a War Hero to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Ashley Johnson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Monk Eastman: The Gangster Who Became a War Hero can be your answer as
it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Lucy Carson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Monk Eastman: The Gangster Who
Became a War Hero was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Monk Eastman:
The Gangster Who Became a War Hero has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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