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In this companion volume to The Saint John's Bible,Christopher Calderhead takes us on a behind-the-scenes
tour of this extraordinary project. Based on hundreds of hours of interviews, this book tells the story of the
makers of the Bible and the community at Saint John's Abbey and University. The day-to-day struggles of
such a monumental undertaking included chalenges such as the selection and preparation of more than 250
calf skins, as well as forming a team of caligraphers accustomed to working independently and
communicating the concerns of the advisory council in Minnesota with the artists in Wales.

Illuminating the Word: The Making of The Saint John's Bible explores a modern version of an age-old
relationship between patron and sponsor, and the artistic director, scribes and artists producing this
monumentalartwork. It describes lectio divina, the unique method the Benedictine monks use to read the
Bible, in which the Holy Scriptures come alive through the power of imagination. It explores the chalenge of
creating new images for ancient stories. It chronicles the artistic techniques, the tools and materials and the
workshop practices Donald Jackson used to create his lifetime masterpiece. Illuminating the Word  reveals
the working process behind one of the greatest undertakings of our time and vividly brings to life its
chalenges and triumphs.

Christopher Calderhead is a visual artist and graphic designer who has exhibited his letter-based works in
the United States and Great Britain. He graduated from Princeton with a bachelor's degree in Art History.
His ealy interest in the English Arts and Crafts movement and formal pen lettering led him to the
Roehampton Institute in London, where he studied caligraphy under Ann Camp. In 1988 he was elected to
Fellowship in the Society of Scribes and Illuminators.

In 1998 he obtained a Master of Divinity degree from Seabury-Western Theological Seminary. Ordained the
same year, he has served parishes in the Church of England and the Episcopal Church USA.

He is editor of Alphabet, a journal of the lettering arts published by the Friends of Caligraphy. His series of
short radio pieces, Looking for Spirituality at Tate Modern," was broadcast on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire
in 2002. His book, One Hundred Mirales, a collection of mirale paintings by the great masters, was
published in 2004. He lives and works in New York City.

The Saint John's Bible and Illuminating the Word were commissioned by SaintJohn's Abbey and University
as an expression of the Benedictine monks' daly focus on scripture and commitment to books, art and
religious culture.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Illuminating the Word: The Making of The Saint John's Bible? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Dorothy Shuler:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Illuminating the Word: The
Making of The Saint John's Bible is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Connie Medina:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Illuminating the Word:
The Making of The Saint John's Bible, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Steve Domingo:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Illuminating the Word: The Making of The Saint John's
Bible can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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