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New ID card systems are proliferating around the world. These may use digitized fingerprints or photos, may
be contactless, using a scanner, and above all, may rely on computerized registries of personal information.
In this timely new contribution, David Lyon argues that such IDs represent a fresh phase in the long-term
attempts of modern states to find stable ways of identifying citizens.

New ID systems are "new" because they are high-tech. But their newness is also seen crucially in the ways
that they contribute to new means of governance. The rise of e-Government and global mobility along with
the aftermath of 9/11 and fears of identity theft are propelling the trend towards new ID systems. This is
further lubricated by high technology companies seeking lucrative procurements, giving stakes in
identification practices to agencies additional to nation-states, particularly technical and commercial ones.
While the claims made for new IDs focus on security, efficiency and convenience, each proposal is also
controversial. Fears of privacy-loss, limits to liberty, government control, and even of totalitarian tendencies
are expressed by critics.

This book takes an historical, comparative and sociological look at citizen-identification, and new ID cards
in particular. It concludes that their widespread use is both likely and, without some strong safeguards,
troublesome, though not necessarily for the reasons most popularly proposed. Arguing that new IDs demand
new approaches to identification practices given their potential for undermining trust and contributing to
social exclusion, David Lyon provides the clearest overview of this topical area to date.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book Identifying Citizens: ID Cards as Surveillance seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The book Identifying Citizens: ID Cards as Surveillance is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Identifying Citizens: ID Cards
as Surveillance. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jacqueline Campbell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Identifying Citizens: ID Cards as Surveillance offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Bobbi Brunner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Identifying Citizens: ID Cards as
Surveillance which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Leslie Mickle:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. On the list of books in the top record in your reading list is actually Identifying Citizens: ID Cards as
Surveillance. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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