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Information about women is scattered throughout the fragmented mosaic of ancient history: the vivid poetry
of Sappho survived antiquity on remnants of damaged papyrus; the inscription on a beautiful fourth century
B.C.E. grave praises the virtues of Mnesarete, an Athenian woman who died young; a great number of
Roman wives were found guilty of poisoning their husbands, but was it accidental food poisoning, or
disease, or something more sinister. Apart from the legends of Cleopatra, Dido and Lucretia, and images of
graceful maidens dancing on urns, the evidence about the lives of women of the classical world--visual,
archaeological, and written--has remained uncollected and uninterpreted.
Now, the lavishly illustrated and meticulously researched Women in the Classical World lifts the curtain on
the women of ancient Greece and Rome, exploring the lives of slaves and prostitutes, Athenian housewives,
and Rome's imperial family. The first book on classical women to give equal weight to written texts and
artistic representations, it brings together a great wealth of materials--poetry, vase painting, legislation,
medical treatises, architecture, religious and funerary art, women's ornaments, historical epics, political
speeches, even ancient coins--to present women in the historical and cultural context of their time. Written
by leading experts in the fields of ancient history and art history, women's studies, and Greek and Roman
literature, the book's chronological arrangement allows the changing roles of women to unfold over a
thousand-year period, beginning in the eighth century B.C.E. Both the art and the literature highlight
women's creativity, sexuality and coming of age, marriage and childrearing, religious and public roles, and
other themes. Fascinating chapters report on the wild behavior of Spartan and Etruscan women and the
mythical Amazons; the changing views of the female body presented in male-authored gynecological
treatises; the "new woman" represented by the love poetry of the late Republic and Augustan Age; and the
traces of upper- and lower-class life in Pompeii, miraculously preserved by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius
in 79 C.E. Provocative and surprising, Women in the Classical World is a masterly foray into the past, and a
definitive statement on the lives of women in ancient Greece and Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Women in the Classical World: Image
and Text book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Claudia Kelley:

The e-book untitled Women in the Classical World: Image and Text is the guide that recommended to you to
read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Women in the Classical World: Image and Text from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Hayes:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Women in the Classical World: Image and Text can be fine book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Christie Rich:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Women in the Classical World: Image and
Text book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Women in the Classical World: Image and Text
as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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