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Set against the tragic events of the Cherokees' removal from their traditional lands in North Carolina to
Indian Territory between 1835-1838, Mountain Windsong is a love story that brings to life the suffering and
endurance of the Cherokee people. It is the moving tale of Waguli (Whippoorwill") and Oconeechee, a
young Cherokee man and woman separated by the Trail of Tears. Just as they are about to be married,
Waguli is captured be federal soldiers and, along with thousands of other Cherokees, taken west, on foot and
then by steamboat, to what is now eastern Oklahoma. Though many die along the way, Waguli survives,
drowning his shame and sorrow in alcohol. Oconeechee, among the few Cherokees who remain behind,
hidden in the mountains, embarks on a courageous search for Waguli.

Robert J. Conley makes use of song, legend, and historical documents to weave the rich texture of the story,
which is told through several, sometimes contradictory, voices. The traditional narrative of the Trail of Tears
is told to a young contemporary Cherokee boy by his grandfather, presented in bits and pieces as they go
about their everyday chores in rural North Carolina. The telling is neiter bitter nor hostile; it is sympathetic
by unsentimental. An ironic third point of view, detached and often adversarial, is provided by the historical
documents interspersed through the novel, from the text of the removal treaty to Ralph Waldo Emerson's
letter to the president of the United States in protest of the removal. In this layering of contradictory
elements, Conley implies questions about the relationships between history and legend, storytelling and
myth-making.

Inspired by the lyrics of Don Grooms's song "Whippoorwill," which open many chapters in the text, Conley
has written a novel both meticulously accurate and deeply moving.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Cole:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Mountain Windsong: A Novel of the Trail of Tears.

Wilda Alexander:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Mountain
Windsong: A Novel of the Trail of Tears? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have different opinion?

Pamela Prince:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Mountain Windsong:
A Novel of the Trail of Tears is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jill Lee:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Mountain Windsong: A Novel of the Trail of Tears why because the
amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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