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In 1993, an astonishing discovery was made at a tomb in Guodian in Hubei province (east central China).
Written on strips of bamboo that have miraculously survived intact since 300 B.C., the "Guodian Laozi," is
by far the earliest version of the Tao Te Ching ever unearthed. Students of ancient Chinese civilization
proclaimed the text a decisive breakthrough in the understanding of this famous text: it provides the most
conclusive evidence to date that the text was the work of multiple authors and editors over hundreds of years,
rather than the achievement of a single individual writing during the time of Confucius.

Robert Henricks now presents the first English translation of the "bamboo slip Laozi." Differing substantially
from other versions we have of the text, the Guodian Laozi provides us with clues on how and when the text
came into being. As Henricks's translation shows, many chapters are missing in this form of the text, and
some chapters remain incomplete. All of this seems to suggest that the Tao Te Ching was not yet "complete"
when these slips were copied.

In his translation, Henricks focuses attention on lines in each of the chapters that vary from readings in other
editions. In addition, he shows how the sequence of chapters in this form of the text is totally unrelated to the
sequence readers commonly see in the "standard" form of the text, i.e., in other translations.

Here are just a few of the noteworthy features of this new Tao Te Ching:

• A lucid introduction to the Guodian Laozi, offering background on the archaeological interpretation of the
discovery

• Line-by-line comparisons of the Guodian Laozi against the Mawangdui and Wang Bi editions

• Extensive notes on each chapter describing the unique elements of the Guodian Laozi in comparison with
other versions

• Transcriptions for each chapter, noting both the ancient and modern form of the characters in the chapter

• An appendix featuring the official biography of Laozi written by Sima Qian, the Grand Historian of China,
as well as Henricks's commentary and notes on this biography

This groundbreaking work will lead to a reassessment of the history and significance of this well-known and
critical work as well as a reevaluation of the role it played in the development of Taoism in early China.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

The particular book Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book
very suited to you. The book Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Donna Lacher:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching it is extremely good to read. There are
a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Julio Huntsman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching why because the amazing cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Henry Jones:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching can be the answer, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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