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Helps illuminate Anglo-Saxon social attitudes towards the supernatural, health and gender, and shows how
texts can be as important in the shaping of social realities as they are in recording them. HISTORICAL
JOURNAL Anglo-Saxon elves (Old English ælfe) are the best attested non-Christian beliefs in early
medieval Europe, but current interpretations of the evidence derive directly from outdated nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century scholarship. Integrating linguistic and textual approaches into an anthropologically-
inspired framework, this book reassesses the full range of evidence. It traces continuities and changes in
medieval non-Christian beliefs with a new degree of reliability, from pre-conversion times to the eleventh
century and beyond, and uses comparative material from medieval Ireland and Scandinavia to argue for a
dynamic relationship between beliefs and society. In particular, it interprets the cultural significance of elves
as a cause of illness in medical texts, and provides new insights into the much-discussed Scandinavian magic
of seidr. Elf-beliefs, moreover, were connected with Anglo-Saxon constructions of sex and gender; their
changing nature provides a rare insight into a fascinating area of early medieval European culture.
Shortlisted for the Katharine Briggs Folklore Award 2007.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Elves in Anglo-Saxon England
(Anglo-Saxon Studies) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Anthony Lucas:

The e-book untitled Elves in Anglo-Saxon England (Anglo-Saxon Studies) is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Elves in Anglo-Saxon England (Anglo-Saxon Studies) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Gary Landrum:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Elves in Anglo-Saxon England (Anglo-Saxon
Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Michelle Jarvis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Elves in Anglo-Saxon England (Anglo-
Saxon Studies) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Elves in Anglo-Saxon
England (Anglo-Saxon Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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